This year, most of the people on my
Christmas list are getting gifts that fea-
ture a scallop shell, the symbol of a pil-
grim on the Camino.

Legends associate mira-
cles of St. James with the
scallop shell: he was said
to have saved drowned
knights and horses who
emerged from the ocean
covered in the shells. So it has long been
a symbol of St. James, the saint associat-
ed with the Camino.

In medieval times, pilgrims adopted the
scallop shell as the symbol of a pilgrim,
often attaching it to a cloak or hat. It
served as a bowl from which to eat pil-
grims’ meals and a cup with which to
scoop up drinking water. It also identi-
fied one as a pilgrim, inviting the support
and kindness of locals. The multiple lines
of the shell represented the many routes
of the Camino, all pointing toward the
Cathedral of Santiago.

Today scallop shells mark the various
paths of the Camino. They can be found
on tiles set into stone markers, painted
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onto walls and trees,
and embedded into
sidewalks and roadways
as they wind through
towns. It’s hard to lose
your way if you follow
the shells.

This Advent, we’re mak- §
ing a pilgrimage togeth-
er, all traveling the diffi-
cult road to the manger where Jesus
waits to be born in us again. But as hu-
mans, we’re always pilgrims. We only
walk the road of this life for a short time.
And we spend that time wending our
way uphill and down toward the next
life, toward union with God.

For some time now I’ve worn a scallop
shell necklace to remind me of my pil-
grim status. It’s actually a locket, and on
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the Camino | searched for a small stone
from the path to carry in it. Much of the
path is over stones worn smooth by mil-
lions of feet over thousands of years,
but | never found one to fit in the locket.
The final third of the Way is rife with
quartz, which breaks off into jagged little
chunks on the path. One of them isin
my shell locket, a reminder that the Way
of this life isn’t always smooth and easy.
But the trials of this life are what pre-
pare us for eternal life.

This Advent, let’s remember that we are
merely pilgrims making our way through
this life on the way to eternal life. The
Way won’t always be easy, and some

— Christian Education

Adult Ed - Bible Challenge
Sundays at 9:30

We're almost there! Pick up your Bible
and read with us as we wind up a year of
prayer and study together. We'll discuss
our reading Sundays at 9:30.

Week 48
M, Dec 1:
Micah 1, Ps 119:73-112, Matthew 23

days we may think we can’t keep going.
But let’s hold the challenges of the path
lightly and let them open our hearts and
minds to God’s presence, so that when
we arrive at the culmination of our jour-
ney we recognize God who welcomes us
home.

God'’s Peace,

T, Dec 2:

Micah 2, Ps 119:113-144, Mat 24
W, Dec 3:

Micah 3, Ps 119:145-176, Mat 25
T, Dec 4

Micah 4, Psalm 120, Matthew 26
F, Dec 5:

Micah 5, Psalm 121, Matthew 27
S, Dec 6:

Micah 6, Psalm 122, Matthew 28
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Week 49
M, Dec 8:

Micah 7, Psalm 123, Mark 1
T, Dec 9:

Nahum 1, Psalm 124, Mark 2
W, Dec 10:

Nahum 2, Psalm 125, Mark 3
T, Dec 11:

Nahum 3, Psalm 126, Mark 4
F, Dec 12:

Habakkuk 1, Psalm 127, Mark 5
S, Dec 13:

Habakkuk 2, Psalm 128, Mark 6

Week 50
M, Dec 15:

Habakkuk 3, Psalm 129, Mark 7
T, Dec 16:

Zephaniah 1, Psalm 130, Mark 8
W, Dec 17:

Zephaniah 2, Psalm 131, Mark 9
T, Dec 18:

Zephaniah 3, Psalm 132, Mark 10
F, Dec 19:

Haggai 1-2, Psalm 133, Mark 11
S, Dec 20:

Zechariah 1-2, Ps 134, Mark 12

Week 51
M, Dec 22:

Zechariah 3-4, Psalm 135, Mark 13
T, Dec 23:

Zechariah 5-6, Psalm 136, Mark 14
W, Dec 24

Zechariah 7-8, Psalm 137, Mark 15
T, Dec 25:

Zechariah 9, Psalm 138, Mark 16
F, Dec 26:

Zechariah 10, Psalm 139, Luke 1
S, Dec 27:

Zechariah 11, Psalm 140, Luke 2

Week 52
M, Dec 29:

Zechariah 12, Psalm 141, Luke 3
T, Dec 30:

Zechariah 13, Psalm 142, Luke 4
W, Dec 31:

Zechariah 14, Psalm 143-144, Luke 5
T,Jan 1:

Malachi 1-2, Psalm 145-146, Luke 6
F, Jan 2:

Malachi 3, Psalm 147-148, Luke 7
S, Jan 3:

Malachi 4, Psalm 149-150, Luke 8-9

o
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Godly Play
Sundays at 9:30

Our children will journey through Advent
to Jesus’ birth. This month’s stories are:

Dec. 14 - The Shepherds

Something incredible is going to happen
in Bethlehem, and the shepherds were
some of the first people to find out!

Dec. 21 - The Wise Men

The wise men came from far in the East,
and saw a new star. They decided to fol-
low the star to see what it wanted to
show them.

Children’s Chapel
Sundays at 10:30

During the 10:30 service,
the children who choose
will be able to follow the

cross to the chapel after the Children’s
Sermon for their special time, learning
the basic prayers of our faith and hear-
ing and responding to the gospel at their
level. They’ll return to their families at
the Peace.

Education for Ministry
Tuesdays at 11:30

We'll meet at 11:30 on Tuesdays for
lunch, worship, and study together.
We're loving the new curriculum with its
videos, podcasts, and scholarly articles
in addition to the new textbooks.

Forward Day by Day

Advent is the perfect time
to take on the spiritual dis-
cipline of a daily devotion.
Looking for a simple way
to begin each day with Je-
sus? This little devotional
; § gives a scripture passage
and reflection for each day following the
Episcopal lectionary. Devotions are
penned by leaders in the Episcopal
Church. And the cover art is a moving
Madonna and Child by Jenny’s friend
Roger Hutchison. Pick up your copy on
the table in the narthex today.
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Advent Word

Each day
AdventWord [t
30 Again Unquenchable Forward
Said
T?ilbes :obz::iuntly Move-
Quietness Recompense
Reveling Highway ment
) Gratify Cleansed
) Day Robes pOStS a
Heed Truly, i
C | s
S . prompt
R : word for
:]7 < Endless .
; Aml org e Ilf\xiuv.:m] . reﬂechon,
.‘ Jovemen .
= : medita-

tion, and sharing. Sign up to be part of
the conversation at:
AdventWord.org

Shared pictures and written reflections
will help us all deepen our relationship
with God this Advent.

Kate Bowler for Advent

Kate Bowler, author of Everything Hap-
pens for a Reason and other Lies I've
Loved has shared a series of daily devo-
tions for Advent. You can sign up at:
Katebowler.com/advent/
to receive a daily emailed reflection to
deepen your real-life faith. You'll be glad
you did!

——Hospitality

Covered Dish Breakfast
Sunday, December 7
9:30 am

We’'ll gather between services for our
monthly breakfast. Bring a dish to share
(a casserole, muffins, or fruit) and come
hungry!

Mardi Gras Oyster Roast
Saturday, February 7, 2026

Mark your calendars for this great event,

being held a week earlier than usual.
Tickets will go on sale December14 and
make great stocking stuffers. Help us
spread the word to all your hungry, sea-
food-loving friends!
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—Outreach

Bread from Heaven

Wal-Mart helped us out
with a big donation
which will give us lots of
food to give this month!
But we could still use
items for our miscella-
neous shelf: peanut
butter; canned proteins like beef stew,
chicken, or deviled ham; boxed mac and
cheese; and hearty soups. And we al-
ways need canned vegetables, especially
greens and succotash.

This month’s schedule is

Thursday, December 18
10:00 Set Up and Unload Produce

Saturday, December 20
8:30 Serve our Shoppers

Reverse Advent

™ This Advent we

\| remember Mary

H and Joseph as they
journeyed to Beth-

#l lehem. Each week

| of Advent, we’ll

gather some of

what we have to give to those who need

it. Bring your items to the church any
time during Advent and place them in the
manger scene. Our needy friends will
then have their needs met in the manger.

First Week of Advent
November 30 - December 6

What food would Mary and Joseph need
for the journey? Collect non-perishable
food and bring it to the manger.

Second Week of Advent
December 7-13

What would Mary and Joseph need to
keep warm on the journey? Collect
warm clothes like coats, gloves, hats, and
scarves and bring them to the manger.

Third Week of Advent
December 14-20

How would Mary and Joseph take care of
themselves on the journey? Collect toi-
letry items and bring them to the man-
ger.

Fourth Week of Advent
December 21-24

How would Mary and Joseph take care of
the baby on the journey? Collect baby
items such as diapers, wipes, and bottles
and bring them to the manger.
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— Pastoral Care

Birthdays
December 5 Nancy Fowler
December 9 Dawn Bridges

December 16 Sudie Gelok
Anniversaries

Wes and Jen Spencer
Dave and Becky Vassy

December 18
December 20

Prayer List
The Sick:

The Homebound and Those with Long-
Term Needs:

Betina Alexander

Gail Barzee

Lauren Bridges

Kristie Camp

Tom Cooper

Billy Corbett
Michael Darnell
Ida May Glidden
Hope Greene
Todd Kaderabek
Deloris Livingston
Garrett Moss
June Oman

Gary Pope, Sr.
Greg Power

Jane Russell
Dever and Carolyn Smith
Ken Smith

Linda Wilkins

Those Expecting Children:

Harrison and Maggie McVey, family
of the McCullys

Sarah Saylor and Christopher Clin-
ton, family of the McCullys

Thames and Ty Higginbotham, niece
of Jenny Gettys

The Deceased:
Miles Gettys
Betty Murray, cousin of Marilou Du-
tra

Thanksgivings:

The birth of Noah Ferreira, son of
Kylie McAllister and Noah Fer-
reira
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— Worship

Advent Morning Prayer
Mondays - Fridays at 8:00
Starting December 1

Advent is a perfect time to draw closer
to Christ in prayer and worship as we
prepare for his coming at Christmas.
Let’s start our weekdays together on Fa-
cebook with the service of Morning Pray-
er. We'll hear scripture, say the canti-
cles, and pray together. Be sure to add
your prayer requests in the comments so
we can lift them up together.

Advent Wednesdays
6:00 Supper

6:30 Service

December 3, 10, and 17

Take a mid-week
pause to re-focus
on Jesus. We’'ll
start with a simple
meal together of
soup and sandwich-
es; sign up on the hallway bulletin board
to provide all or part of a week’s meal.
Then we’ll move into the church for a
casual, kid-friendly worship service.
Each week we’ll meet one of the first
people to welcome the Christ child and
learn from their example. Our activities
will focus on serving Jesus by serving

others, just as these first witnesses
served Jesus.

Greening of the Church
Monday, December 22 at 9:00 am

We’re all considered Altar Guild and in-
vited to come help decorate the church
for Christmas on Monday, December 22,
at 9:00 am. We'll iron the altar hangings,
polish the silver and brass, arrange the
poinsettias, and make sure everything’s
ready for Jesus’ birth.

Christmas Eve Service
Tuesday, December 24 at 5:00 pm

Come welcome
the newborn Sav-
ior at 5:00 pm on
Christmas Eve.
We'll begin the
service in the qui-
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et at our outdoor manger as we light our
candles and sing “Silent Night.” Once
inside, we put on halos and breathe the
incense. We'll hear again the story of
Jesus’ humble birth, sing the verse we
know by heart of all our favorite Christ-
mas carols, and receive the gift of the
Eucharist.

Christmas Day Service
Thursday, December 25 at 9:00 am

Join Jenny+ and Tucker on Facebook for
a brief service reminding us of the great-

est gift of all: Jesus’ birth into our hearts.
Put on your Christmas jammies and join
in this worship-from-home experience!

Christmas Lessons and Carols
Sunday, January 4 at 10:00

We'll worship together
in one service at 10:00
this day after enjoying
breakfast and the An-
nual Parish Meeting at 9:00. We’ll hear
once more the story of Jesus’ birth and
sing all the wonderful carols.

—— December Readings

Date 1st Reading Psalm 2nd Reading Gospel
December 7 Isaiah Psalm Romans Matthew
2nd Advent 11:1-10 72:1-7, 18-19 15:4-13 3:1-12
December 14 Isaiah Psalm James Matthew
3rd Advent 35:1-10 146:4-9 5:7-10 11:2-11

December 21 Isaiah Psalm Romans Matthew
4th Advent 7:10-16 80:1-7, 16-18 1:1-7 1:18-25
December 24 Isaiah Psalm Titus Luke
Christmas Eve 9:2-7 96 2:11-14 2:1-20
December 28 Isaiah Psalm Galatians John
1st Christmas 61:10-62:3 147:13-21 3:23-25; 4:4-7 1:1-18
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http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp14_RCL.html#PSALM2

— December Servers

Date December 7 December 14 December 21 December 28
2nd Advent 3rd Advent 4th Advent 1st Christmas
10:30 10:30 10:30 10:30
Altar Sudie Gelok Marty Marett Dawn Bridges Joette Johnson
Guild Nancy Fowler Hope Greene Jennie Hamrick | Niccie Dearing
Lucia Nagel
Coffee Hr. Breakfast Marty Marett Robin Childers | Joette Johnson
Godly None Cora Torres Angharad Torres None
Play Jasmine Dorsett Jen Spencer
Greeters Ed and Jackie Joette Johnson Torres Family Dorsett Family
Hoffman Charlie Zinko
Dig Greet Cora Torres Angharad Torres Cora Torres Morgan Johnson
Camera Max Hyde Angharad.Torres Ellie"Bird Ellie Bird
Nursery Angharad Torres Marty-Marett Cora Torres Available
Chapel JasmineDorsett' | Angharad.Torres | Niccie Dearing | Morgan Johnson
Euch Min Robin Childers NiccieéDearing 4 Cynthia Glidden | Robin Childers
Advent Ed and Lynne Noah Lindemann | sDorsett Family None
Family Harkins and Gena Poovey
Acolyte Ellie Bird Niccie Dearing  |JAngharad Torres Ellie Bird
1st Lector John Gelok Noah Lindemann Bobbi Albert Scott Glidden
2nd Lec- John Lee Gena Poovey Jasmine Dorsett Jen Spencer
Interces. None None None Scott Glidden
Counters Robin Childers Ellie Bird Nancy Fowler Scott,Glidden
Ed.Hoffman Ben Torres Cynthia’Glidden Ed'Harkins
Pew Angharad Torres Asher Torres Mimi McCully Julia Johnson
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December Calendar

Sunday Mon | Tues Weds Thurs Fri Sat

30 1st Advent |1 2 3 4 5 6
8:30 HE Rite | 8:00 |g:00mp| 8:00MP 8:00MP | 8:00
9:30 Christian Ed. MP 11:30 9:00 Worship MP
10:30 HE Rite Il Ef.M Com.
11:45 Handbells 6:00 Supper

and Service
7 2nd Advent |8 9 10 11 12 13

) . ) ) 8:00 MP ) )
8:30 HE Rite | 8:00 |8:00 MP 8:00 MP 8:00
9:30 Breakfast MP ) 9:00 Worship ) MP
10:30 HE Rite Il 11:30 Com. 10:00 DOK
11:45 Handbells EfM
’ 6:00 Supper

14 3rd Advent |15 16 17 18 19 20
8:30 HE Rite | 8:00 |8:00 MP 8:00 MP 8:00 MP 8:00 8:30-
9:30 Chrlsqan Ed. MP 11:30 10-00 BfH MP 12:00
10:30 HE Rite Il EfM] 6:00 Subber Set-U Bread fr.
11:45 Vestry : PP P Heaven

and Service
21 4th Advent |22 23 24 25 26 27
8:30 HE Rite | 8:00 |8:00 mp | CNristmas Eve S;”Stmas
9:30 Christian Ed. MP | 1130 8:00 MP y
10:30 HE Rite Il Ef.M 9:00 Christ-

5:00 Christmas| mas Day
Eve Eucharist | Service on
FB

28 1st Christmas |29 30 31 1 2 3
8:30 HE Rite Il
9:30 Christian Ed.
10:30 HE Rite Il
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